Fondazione Amici-di-Qinghai
Annual report to the Trustees about the foundation’s activities during the calendar year 2020
The Corona pandemic that started in late 2019 in Wuhan had a devastating impact on China’s economy and the Chinese
people, starting in Central China and expanded rapidly all over the country. With extreme measures the authorities succeeded
to get the spreading of the virus under control. As a consequence travel to China and within the country came practically to
complete halt. Erwin, who visited Qinghai in late November 2019 was not allowed to return to China in 2020, due to the strict
travel restrictions to and within China.

The contacts with the Education authorities and the students had, therefore, to be shifted to the digital world. WeChat, phone
calls, zoom and emails have proven very useful in continuing the Foundation's activities. The continuous digital contacts
allowed Erwin to be in touch with education officials, teachers and students twice a week on an average. The activities were
less than in past years. But the foundation succeeded, nonetheless, to finance three more moving nomad schools in 2020, to
finance the renovation of the storage room at the village school in the district of Tongren, to distribute a noticeable number of ebooks, and last but not least, to grant almost 100 scholarships to needy nomad students.
Moreover, Erwin’s loyal butler, Xiao Song, continued to help on the ground, although he has retired from the Foreign Ministry’s
Service Bureau in November 2019. He visited the highlands and Tongren twice in 2020. Most photos in this brief update have
been shot by him or by the head of the Education Bureau of Zeku.

The many students as well as the Education authorities are joining us to express heartfelt thanks to you, Trustees of the
Amici-di-Qinghai, for continuing supporting the education activities in the Huangnan prefecture, the highlands of Zeku at
present in particular, and this despite the fact that the Corona epidemic is raging also in Switzerland.
Though the future does not look particularly encouraging, the loyal Ox has a long tradition of being tenacious and diligent,
but also benevolent.
Yours truly and gratefully
Yolanda and Erwin
early late April 2021
The costs of the projects 2020

Three additional moving nomad schools on the highlands of Zeku
Yangqi-Zhigenmu
This new moving nomad school is located at 30 to 40 km East of the district city of Heri, at an altitude of 3600 m above sea on
an average, with a total population of around 2747, including children. The remote mountain area deserved by this new school is
on a very large and very sparsely populated grassland. A total of 61 students are now getting basic education, at four different
teaching sites. The project has been fully financed from the accumulated funds of the foundation.

Tangde-Xiala
This new moving nomad school is located 50 km West of Zeku and 25 km Southwest of Heri township and desserving the
children of two villages, Tangde with a population of 1786 people and Xiala with a population of 1078 people. The education is
given at three teaching sites: Tangde for 17 children, Angcang for 9, and Xiala for 9 children. A total of 35 pre-school-age children
are now getting regular pre-school education. The herdsmen of the Tangde village and the Xiala village who are living scattered
in a very sparsely populated region with extremely cold winter months and gusty winds, highly appreciate the new moving
school. Moreover, the natural roads are muddy or sandy making transportation difficult.

Hongcheng-Ningxiu
The remote mountain area of Hongcheng is also large, sparsely populated by 1850 people and at an altitude of 3700 m on an
average. The 3-4 winter months are extremely cold with gusty wind and temperatures below 30° C. at an altitude of 3600 m
above sea. - The nomad village of Hongcheng is the most remote from the office that is supervising the teaching. The
Hongcheng moving nomad school is teaching at two sites: - Zhigeduo with 23 students is located at 55 km southwest of
Ningxiu, and – Haojie with 16 students is located at 10 km south of Ningxiu. There are, therefore, totally 39 children at the two
teaching points at present.

e-books
The "electronic device» is teaching the students basic reading, writing, arithmetic, history, geography, and more. The language
can be set to Northern Tibetan, Chinese or English. As soon as a word is pressed with the stylus, it sounds in the selected
language. The children understand the logic of self-teaching with incredible speed. A total of more than 800 copies have been
distributed so far.

Scholarship program 2019-2020

In the calendar year 2020, a total of 97 scholarships were given to needy students. The financial situation of the parents,
most of whom own only sheep-goat-yaks but usually have little cash, was examined by the relevant education office
together with the village elders concerned, and once awarded, handed over to the scholarship recipients in the presence
of representatives of the Amici. The authorities submitted the lists of names of all potential scholarship recipients for
2020-2021 in June. The Foundation Board approved the budget at its June meeting.
Zeku: 50 scholarship students at 10 nomad schools on the highlands of Zeku, namely 25 to primary school students and
25 to middle school or college students: RMB 62,500 or CHF 8,345.

Quma primary school: 10 (two to primary students, and to eight middle school students), financed by Mr. Guido Cherubini out of
his four-year program 2019-2023): Rmb 14,000 or CHF 2,010.

Huanquhu: Nomad school at over 3800 meters above sea level: 20 scholarships: RMB 20'000 or CHF 2'680.

JiCang: Mountain farming village: 17 (6 x 1500 and 11 x 1000): RMB 20'000 or CHF 2'680.
Financed by Mrs. Hanna Anderson-Kaufmann

Quma Primary School: renewal of the electrification
The Amici had financed the construction of the Quma Primary School in 2003, in memory of two young Swiss who died in a
car accident. Since then, the Foundation supported repeatedly the modernisation and enlargement of the school
(Kindergarten, computer room, new kitchen, storage room, et al). In addition, an annual scholarship program for needy
students from the village has been in place for several years.
In reply to a request by the administrator of the school and the village elders the Amici agreed to finance the renovation of
the entire electricity supply system (power cables, plugs and distribution points) that had deteriorated to a dangerous state.
The budget amounted to RMB 24,195 or CHF 3,420. The project was carried out in August 2020 to the satisfaction of the
Electrical Bureau of Tongren, the villagers and the school administrator.

WE are the HEAVEN,
everything else is secondary

